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May 10, 2021 


Jeff Burke 
2306 Clinton Lane 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 


2306 Clinton Lane 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 


Dear Mr. Burke 


On behalf of the American Numismatic Society 
| am writing to confirm the receipt of following objects: 


700th Meeting of the New Jersey Numismatic Society, April, 1996. 
The Die and the punch. 


We would like to extend our sincere thanks for your donations. 
Your support of the ANS is most appreciated. 
Thank you very much for all your generosity and attention for our collections 


Enclosed you will find two copies of our Unrestricted Gift Form. 
One of these will serve as a receipt for your record. 
Please sign and return the other one to us at your earliest convenience. 


Sincerel 
cs 

Dr. Elena Stolyarik 

Collections Manager 

American Numismatic Society 

75 Varick Street, 11th fl. 

New York, NY 10013 

elena@numismatics.org 


75 Varick Street, Floor 11 
New York, NY 10013 


Telephone 212 571 4470 
www.numismatics.org 


AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC 
me, OO 


UNRESTRICTED GIFT OF TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY 


|, Jeff Burke, on behalf of the New Jersey Numismatic Society, hereby give 
and deliver to the American Numismatic Society all of our right, title and 
interest in and to the following described personal property: 


700th Meeting of the New Jersey Numismatic Society, April, 1996. 
The Die and the punch. 


the Society, its successors and assigns, to have absolute ownership of the 
said property including without limitation full powers of management, 
display, conservation, and disposition as the Society shall see fit in its 
absolute discretion and in the full exercise of its general corporate purposes. 


Jeff Burke 
2306 Clinton Lane 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 


fh ay ae doz} 
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The American Numismatic Society hereby accepts the gift and delivery. No 
goods or services were provided in exchange for this gift. 


Otis, Soho S//ef2 
for the Society Date 


Dr. Elena Stolyarik 
Collections Manager 
American Numismatic Society 
75 Varick Street, 11th fl. 

New York, NY 10013 
elena@numismatics.org 


75 Varick Street, Floor 11 
New York, NY 10013 


Telephone 212 571 4470 
www.numismatics.org 


The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 
924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


October 19, 2022 


Robert Schriek 

Head of Reference 

Joint Free Public Library of the Chathams 
214 Main Street 

Chatham, NJ 07928 


Dear Robert, 


On behalf of the New Jersey Numismatic Society, I am writing to inquire about room 
availability for our organization. 


The NJNS meets at the Madison Public Library every third Monday of the month at 7 p.m. 
You may know the Madison Library will be undergoing renovations that may take a 
number of months. 


We are considering the possibility of moving to the Chatham Library on a permanent 
basis. The dates for our meetings beginning in 2023 in January through July would be: 
January 16, February 20, March 20, April 17, May 15, June 19, and July 17. 


Robert, thanks for taking care of this matter for us. We appreciate your support! I look 
forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


Vi ule 


Dr. Jeff Burke 
Secretary 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 
924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,004th MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, February 19, 2024 
President Pete LaConte started the 1,004th meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 1,003rd meeting were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$1,716.73. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Society members voted unanimously to digitize our archival 
documents on the Newman Numismatic Portal. This will include past NJNS archival 
documents to the present. 


Recently, Ray Williams was invited to give a presentation at the New York Numismatic 
Club on February 9, 2024. The title of his talk was “The Continental Currency that Funded 
our Revolutionary War.” Ray set up an exhibit of all 23 denominations of Continental 
Currency in tandem with his presentation. Ray received the Grunthal medal and a 
certificate for being chosen to give this annual presentation. Fortunately for us, Ray 
brought the same exhibit to show us tonight. It was set up on a table just behind us. NJNS 
members and guests enjoyed looking at the specimens! 


Rod Heu mentioned he has been attending the NYINC since it was held in the Trade 
Towers. Bob Knapp added the NYINC is a great show for purchasing ancient coins! 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Mike McKeever gave a presentation tonight on “The Coins of 
the Swiss Cantons.” The show-and-tell items included two Morgan dollars; a Curaco 5 
Cents, Grunthal Medal; George Washington Medals: 1793 Liberty Cap Cent; 2023 
Reverse Proof Coins; Civil War Dog Tag on Large Cent - Inscribed C.H. Dana — Assistant 
Surgeon — 1862-1863; Swiss Shooting Thalers; Denarius of M. Cato c. 89 B.C.E. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for March 18, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,004th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, February 19, 2024 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 1,004th meeting will take place on Monday February 19, 2024, at the Chatham 
Library, located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will be held on the lower level. If 
possible, we will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The 
Zoom invite link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, Mike McKeever will give a presentation on “The Coins of the Swiss 
Cantons.” We will discuss an important topic regarding the opportunity to archive club 
records on the Newman Numismatic Portal. Additionally, please bring items for our show- 
and-tell session. Remote participants can consider having digital photos ready, which can 
be shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams in advance. I will also 
have some of the 1,000" meeting medals and pins on hand for purchase. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone for the February meeting. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,003rd MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, January 15, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 1,003rd meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 1,002nd meeting were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$1,695. The NJNS now has a new account at the Northfield Savings Bank. The 
Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Ray Williams noted that Society member Harry Garrison died 
last Tuesday at the age of 82 due to pancreatic cancer. We were very sorry to learn that 
Harry passed away. 


Walter Chinoy is selling his U.S. currency collection. Pete LaConte gave him contact 
information for a paper dealer. 


Michael Brooks and Bill Liatys had a great time at the FUN Show! Bill set up and did 
well. Michael bought some coins on his want list. 


Mike McKeever attended the NYINC. He submitted 43 expensive coins to NGC for 
grading. McKeever said it was a crowded show. Mike also told us he has 300 coins being 
auctioned at Noonans Mayfair Auction house in September. 


Michael Fey is working with Jeff Garrett to update Morgan dollar listings in the Red Book 
and the Mega Red Book. Michael also told us that parts I, II and III of the fifth edition of 
the Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of Morgan and Peace Dollars are available 
for sale on Amazon Kindle. Mike edited this work. The Morgan Dollar 8 and 7 Over 8 
Tail Feather Story is also available on Amazon Kindle. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: There was no presentation this evening. The show-and-tell 
items included a 1741-MO MF 8R Mexico Hollandia Shipwreck Coin F15; Italian 
Renaissance Ferdinand IT 1636 testone coin; 1/9 of a Dollar 1770 Colonial Maryland Note 
— Printed by Anne Catharine and W. Green; Painted Die Varieties (PDV) CT Copper 31- 
1-R.4, MA Cent R- 3G, Ink On Edge PDB 4-4 e; George Washington Presidential Medal 
Struck at the U.S. Mint c. 1805 — Dated 1797 — came with a beautiful wooden box!; First 
Inaugural Button from George Washington; 1848 WM Medal (2) GW-178, National 
Monument PCGS AU 58; Uniface Plaque of Young Girl with Her Doll - Austria 1897, by 
Franz Xaver Pawlik. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for February 19, at 7 p.m. 
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The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,003rd MEETING NOTICE — Monday, January 15, 2024 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 1,003rd meeting will take place on Monday, January 15, 2024, at the Chatham 
Library, located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will be held on the lower level. If 
possible, we will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The 


tmurite linl- ; 4 ¢1 xxuth + th! +4 ‘ ‘ 
Zoom invite link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, there is no scheduled presentation, so please bring items for an extended 
show-and-tell session. Remote participants can consider having digital photos ready, 
which can be shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams in advance. I 
will also have some of the 1,000" meeting medals and pins on hand for purchase. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone at the January meeting. 


Tr 4 r 
Numismatically yours, 


Pete 


The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 
924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,002nd MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, November 20, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 1,002nd meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 1,001" meeting were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$2,100.72. The Tréeasurer’s réport was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Society members discussed that we still have medals and pins 
left for sale — approximately 25 each left out of the original total of 50 pins and 50 medals. 


A motion was passed to allow current NJNS officers to stay in their positions for one more 
year. 


The NJNS also passed a motion to not meet in December due to a schedule conflict with 
the Trenton Coin Club. Now, Ray Williams, Michael Brooks and Bill Liatys will be able 
to attend the Trenton Coin Club holiday dinner with their wives on the night of December 
18". The NJNS typically has light meeting attendance for the month of December. 


Ray Williams will be giving a talk on New Jersey coppers at the Library of the Chathams 
on Friday, December 1, at 11:30 a.m. We hope Ray has a great turnout for this event! 


Ray Williams, Michael Brooks and Bill Liatys attended the Baltimore Show, November 9 
to 11, and had a great time! They particularly enjoyed all of the C4 activities! 


Society member Steve Zimmerbaum reported that he had fun attending the Allentown 
Coin Show on November 18". 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Ray Williams gave a dry run presentation tonight on “The 
Days When New Jersey Struck It’s Own Coins: The Horsehead Coppers, The Copper 
Coins of New Jersey: 1786-1788.” The show-and-tell items included a Painted Die 
Variety Connecticut Cent; an Elongated George III 2 d, and a Lord Baltimore Shilling. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for January 15, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,002nd MEETING NOTICE — Monday, November 20, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 1,002nd meeting will take place on Monday, November 20, 2023. It will be held at 
the Chatham Library, 214 Main Street. The meeting will take place on the lower level. If 
possible, we will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The 
Zoom invite link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, there is no scheduled presentation, so please bring items for an extended 
show-and-tell session. Remote participants can consider having digital photos ready, 
which can be shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams in advance. I 
will also have some of the 1,000" meeting pins and 90" anniversary medals on hand for 
purchase. 


Note, we will be meeting at the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 
presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone at the November meeting. 


The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peéte LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,001 MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, October 16, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 1,001" meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 1,000" meeting were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 


$1,650.72. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Society members discussed having our treasury checking 
account switched to TD bank. Our current bank is now charging $15.00 a month for our 
NJNS Treasury account. 


Society members also talked about the NJNS officer elections coming up next month. Ray 
encouraged members to consider running for the four officer positions available. 


Pete LaConte reported that 18 NJNS medals have been sold. Only 50 NJNS 90" 
anniversary commemorative medals were struck. Ray Williams will contact colonial 
specialists who might want to buy some of the unsold medals. 


On Friday, October 13, Roger Siboni gave a presentation at the New York Numismatic 
Club. The title of his talk was “The Franco American Castorland Jeton.” 


The Baltimore Show will be held from November 9 to 11. Some of our Society members 
will be attending this show. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Scott Miller gave a presentation tonight on “Karl Muller: 
Forgotten Master of Nineteenth Century Sculpture.” The show-and-tell included a 1720 
John Law note and a Virginia 1780 $7 Dollars note (VA-176). 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for November 20, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,001ist MEETING NOTICE — Monday, October 16, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 1,001st meeting will take place on Monday October 16, 2023, at the Chatham Library, 


located at Bie Main Street. The meetina will take place on the | lower level. If possible we 
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will also have a Zoom online meeting avail able Des our remote members. The oan invite 


This month, Scott Miller will provide a presentation on Karl Muller, a 19" century 
German-born sculptor, who made a number of medals and tokens in New York from the 
1850s to early 1880s. 


I will also have some of the 1,000" meeting medals and pins on hand for any member that 
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for a short show-and-tell. Remote participants can consider having digital photos ready, 
which can be shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham samy. until further notice, while the Madison 
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presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone for the October meeting. 


Numismatically yours, 


Pete 
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The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 
924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,000° MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, September 18, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 1,000th meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 999" meeting were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$2,250.00. The Tréasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: We en} joyed a pizza party to celebrate our 1,000" meeting! Pete 
LaConte unveiled the NJNS 90" anniversary commemorative medal and our 1,000" 
meeting pin to mark the event. Ray Williams gave a talk on the early history of the NJNS 
from 1933 to 1937. Harry Rescigno reminisced about his early days in the NJNS and 
Society members who mentored him in numismatics. 


Special guest Dr. Lawrence S. Brown, Chairperson of the Citizens Coinage Advisory 
Committee, will be giving a talk at our October meeting about designs on circulating and 
commemorative coins and how these pieces are minted. 


Bob Knapp attended his third meeting tonight and was approved as a new member. 
Congratulations, Bob! Andrew Gugel, also guest with us this evening, collects Byzantine 
coinage and ancients. 


Ray Williams gave a talk at the Chatham library on September 15. The title of his 
presentation was “The Continental Currency that Funded our American Revolution.” 


There will be a memorial coin show in Flemington on December 10 in memory of Steve 
Middleton. 
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for October 16, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


1,000th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, September 18, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The historic 1,000th meeting will take place on Monday, September 18, 2023, at the 
Chatham Library, located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will be held on the lower level. 
If possible, we will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. 
The Zoom invite link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, we will celebrate the historic 1,000" meeting of the NJNS. We will have 
pizza provided for guests in attendance. We ask members to bring soft drinks and/or 
dessert items. Also, we will be unveiling our 1,000" meeting/90" anniversary 
commemorative medal and lapel pin. The medal is 2 inches in diameter, and the lapel pin 
is 1 % inches in diameter, both struck in antique gold finish. Each will be available for 
member purchase for a small fee to recoup some of the cost for NJNS. 


In addition, Ray Williams will be providing a short presentation on the “History of the 
NJNS,” and passing out hard copies for members. Also, please bring any recent 
acquisitions to share for a short show-and-tell, if time allows. Remote participants can 
consider having digital photos ready, which can be shown during the meeting, or forward 
them to Ray Williams in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone for the 1,000" meeting celebration. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


999th MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, June 19, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 999th meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
MINUTES: There were no minutes for our May 2023 meeting. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$2,265.72. Mike paid for Zoom for one more year. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Several Society members went to the Baltimore Show which 
had low attendance. 


Next month the NJNS will be celebrating its 1,000 meeting! We plan to have a pizza party 
for this special occasion. 


Members discussed our club ballot for the ANA 2023 Board of Governors election voting. 
We decided to vote for Kenny Sammut in the election. 


Society members discussed who is going to the ANA World’s Fair of Money in 
Pittsburgh, August 8-12. We have several members who will be attending this show. 


If you owe your $20.00 NJNS dues for 2023, please send a check to Mike Balwierczak, 
NJNS Treasurer. Here is his home address: Mike Balwierczak, 91 Benedict Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY 10314. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Jessica Liatys gave a presentation tonight on “Internet 
Security.” The show-and-tell included an 1881 NJARNG Yorktown Centennial Medal; 
Three colonial notes from MD, PA and RI; 1842 and 1871 Seated Dollars, 2009 UHR 
Gold, 1908-D St. Gaudens $20 MS 63+; 1880 Morgan Dollar; 1885 and 1892 Morgan 
Dollars; Rome. Petillius Capitolinus Moneyer — c. 41 B.C. AR Denarius; 1748 Visit of 
Clara the Rhinoceros to Stuttgart 40 mm Copper Medal. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for July 17, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


999th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, June 19, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 999th meeting will take place on Monday June 19, 2023, at the Chatham Library, 
located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will be held the lower level. If possible, we will 
also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The Zoom invite link 
is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, Jessica Liatys will give a presentation on “Internet Security.” Also, please 
bring any recent acquisitions to share for an extended show-and-tell. Remote participants 
can consider having digital photos ready, which can be shown during the meeting, or 
forward them to Ray Williams in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


se 
wh Por “> ae 
\Stv Hane buth | 


real na ill Co 


eet fee Te Anh ef a ae 
Gas ur Fra {4 a pe a 
MM) an SHH. Colon Lf Pegs 


Fre me Be firey 


VR, Lai me ng, VS nly 


eae Ree oe SO ny gh rts Rok accep 


\\ Pa ; foe , is Moise pital 


UNinge c 


Daseusced Acbotainy ty Madi sen Library 1 aes shay 


Cans ae 


Cilia. Visuece) sept. Baca ds ie ie vm “Lier 


MRL bas + | Vho tO] a8 — Om 
*. Oe out Gyan i NS Much i nd a2ae 


Vipe a ase Te wrth _ | oat +. nlvee V5 


A LT a Rey Sch A vs MIM S 


tei. Jock vay the ae 


Zoom 


vsrtd py yr ousle } 


1c . Shay Pa 
je 
fo Wie LAN hye ab be aaa fer Stes lr 


y px j Pane 


te Inf luent {f Ben Y rank | ‘Ly Ov) Ealy B mu “2” Lie) 


Pre see 


je! AV 2/2 = aa Wal emi 0 o 


re ab AA Jo f lle e443 49t Lad er Cot refi 
i ate bed , ne abe at tri hare (me Club p 


Patty Re seizno § SA ova fy )- Cain tig 


The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


998th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, May 15, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 998th meeting will take place on Monday, May 15, 2023, at the Chatham Library, 
located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will take place on the lower level. If possible, we 
will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The Zoom 
invitation link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, there will be no formal presentation so please bring any recent acquisitions to 
share for an extended show-and-tell. Remote participants can consider having digital 
photos ready, which can be shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams 
in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting at the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


997th MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, April 17, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 997th meeting at 6:59 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 996th were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$2,365.55. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Society members discussed returning to the Madison Library in 
2024 or remaining at the Chatham Library. 


Members also talked about how to stop getting spam emails from other members of the 
NJNS. We will be sending out future NJNS meeting notices with BCC. We also plan to 
locate a person with IT expertise who can advise us on how to improve our electronic 
security. Dr. Michael Fey made three points to summarize this discussion: 

1. Improve internet security for each member of NJNS 

2. Heighten security at our meetings by locking the door 

3. Improve Zoom meeting security 


Michael Fey will send a t-shirt logo (used for a previous NJNS commemoration) to Pete 
so we can have shirts made in honor of our 1,000 meeting! These shirts will cost 
approximately $40-45. 


Ray Williams will be speaking on “The Influence of Ben Franklin on Early American 
Money,” at the Trenton Coin Club next week. 


If you owe your $20.00 NJNS dues for 2023, please send a check to Mike Balwierczak, 
NJNS Treasurer. Here is his home address: Mike Balwierczak, 91 Benedict Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY 10314. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Ray Williams gave a talk tonight on “The Influence of Ben 
Franklin on Early American Money.” The show-and-tell included a 1773 Virginia Copper 
Newman 20-N; 1804 Boston School Medal; Roman Empire Constantine Coin — Bronze 
Galley Rev.; Roman Coin - Constantine Commemorative Piece AE4 ANACS F15. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for May 15, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


997th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, April 17, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 997th meeting will be held on Monday, April 17, 2023 at the Chatham Library, 
located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will take place on the lower level. If possible, we 
will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The Zoom 
invitation link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, there will be no formal presentation so please bring any recent acquisitions to 
share for an extended show-and-tell. Remote participants can consider having digital 
photos ready, which can be shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams 
in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


The 
New Jersey Numismatic Society 


Founded 1933 
924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


996th MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, March 20, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 996th meeting at 7:03 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 995th were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$3,040.55. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Society members discussed the nomination process for the 
Charles F. Nettleship Award. All previous Nettleship winners vote on Society members 
nominated to receive the award. A majority vote means the numismatist will receive the 
Nettleship Award. 


Ray Williams gave a presentation at the Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution 
in Wilmington, Delaware last Saturday evening. Approximately 30 people were in 
attendance. Ray thanked Harry Rescigno for inviting him to speak at the Wilmington (DE) 
Coin Club in May. 


Society members talked about the arrest of two prominent coin dealers several months 
ago. See The E-Sylum, vol. 26, no. 11 March 12, 2023 for more details. 


If you owe your $20.00 NJNS dues for 2023, please send a check to Mike Balwierczak, 
NJNS Treasurer. Here is his home address: Mike Balwierczak, 91 Benedict Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY 10314. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Alan Gugel gave a talk tonight on “The Roman Emperor 
Vespasian Denarii Date Collection.” The show-and-tell included a 1948 ANA Convention 
& Auction Program; Washington Crossing Challenge Coins: 2017-2022; Canada Coins & 
Coin Finishes; 1917 Lincoln Cent; Notable People Through the Ages on Modern Coins 
Display (Meant for the GSNA in 2020); Flavian Collection of Denarius by Year; Vernon 
Medals. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for April 17, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


996th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, March 20, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 996th meeting will be held on Monday, March 20, 2023 at the Chatham Library, 
located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will take place on the lower level. If possible, we 
will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The Zoom invite 
link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, Alan Gugel will give a presentation on “The Roman Emperor Vespasian 
Denarii Date Collection.” Also, please bring any recent acquisitions to share for show- 
and-tell. Remote participants can consider having digital photos ready, which can be 

_ shown during the meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


995th MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, February 20, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 995th meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 994th were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$2,940.55. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Society members discussed t-shirts to be made in honor of the 
NJNS 1,000th meeting. The polo style shirts will cost approximately $50.00 apiece. A poll 
will be taken so that an exact number of shirts can be ordered. 


Mike McKeever brought his NGC Award Certificate to show to our members. His 
certificate states “For Outstanding Achievement on Building the Top Ranked Set in the 
NGC Registry. Gold 100 Euros, 2008 — Date, Proof 

Vatican City — Gold 100 Euros, 2008 — Date, Proof Vatican (1929-Date)” 
Congratulations, Mike! 


Society members talked about the upcoming Baltimore Show, March 16-18. Several 
Society members plan to attend this event. 


Tonight, Ray’s presentation will be a dry run for the March meeting of the Delaware 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. 


If you owe your $20.00 NJNS dues for 2023, please send a check to Mike Balwierczak, 
NJNS Treasurer. Here is his home address: Mike Balwierczak, 91 Benedict Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY 10314. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Ray Williams gave a talk tonight on “Continental Currency, 
The Continental Congress and The Revolutionary War.” The show-and-tell included a 
Portrait Medallion of William Howard Taft by Theodore Spicer-Simson — 1911; Plata 
Corriente x3; Q. Pompeius Rufus Denarius c. 54 B.C.; 5 Swiss Batzen Spoons; Robert G 
Gold Series Vienna Mint; 1918-D Buffalo Nickel with Cracked Planchet; 1923-S Monroe 
Half Dollar, Ukraine 150" Anniversary Coin/Token of Their RR System; Robert Gilbert 
NJ Coin Club Token. 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for March 20, at 7 p.m. 
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The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Peter LaConte Treasurer—Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


995th MEETING NOTICE — Monday, February 20, 2023 
Chatham Library and Zoom Electronic Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 


The 995th meeting will take place on Monday, February 20, 2023, at the Chatham Library, 
located at 214 Main Street. The meeting will be held on the lower level. If possible, we 
will also have a Zoom online meeting available for our remote members. The Zoom invite 
link is sent via email with the monthly meeting reminder notice. 


This month, Ray Williams will provide the formal presentation on “Continental Currency, 
The Continental Congress and The Revolutionary War.” This presentation will be a dry 
run for the March meeting of the Delaware Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. Also, please bring any recent acquisitions to share for show-and-tell. Remote 
participants can consider having digital photos ready, which can be shown during the 
meeting, or forward them to Ray Williams in advance. 


Note, we will be meeting in the Chatham Library until further notice, while the Madison 
Library is being renovated. Also, please consider volunteering to provide a monthly 


presentation for a future meeting. 


I look forward to our meeting and seeing everyone. 


Numismatically yours, 
Pete 


The 


New Jersey Numismatic Society 
Founded 1933 


924 Norway Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08629 


President—Pete LaConte Treasurer— Michael Balwierczak 
Vice President—Ray Williams Secretary—Jeff Burke 


994th MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY, January 16, 2023 
President Pete LaConte started the 994th meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
MINUTES: The minutes of the 993rd were approved, with no corrections. 


TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike Balwierczak reported that our current balance is 
$2,814.49. The Treasurer’s report was approved. 


OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Tonight, we met at the Chatham Library with 19 online and in- 
person members present. Our meeting started on a sad note. Dr. Michael Fey informed us 
that David Lange had passed the day of our meeting. Society members reflected on their 
fond memories of David. The NJNS agreed to pay for a % page tribute ad in The 
Numismatist to honor David Lange. Michael Fey will take care of the arrangements. 


Bob Wolcheck kindly provided a list of restaurants in Chatham for Society members: 
Arminios Pizza, 236 Main Street; Mitsuba Japanese, 237 Main Street; Scoops - Ice Cream, 
228 Main Street — next to library; Charley’s Aunt - American Food, 810 Passaic Avenue; 
Taste of Asia — Malaysian, 275 Main Street; El Ranchero — Mexican, 250 Main Street; 
Chianti Pizzeria, 249 Main Street. Bob, thanks so much for this list! We have a lot of 
restaurant options for dining before or after our meetings. 


Society members discussed the recent thefts at the NYINC and FUN shows. Mike Fey 
noted it is important for all Society members to be vigilant and aware of our surroundings 
as NJNS members could be potential targets for thieves. 


If you owe your $20.00 NJNS dues for 2023, please send a check to Mike Balwierczak, 
NJNS Treasurer. Here is his home address: Mike Balwierczak, 91 Benedict Avenue, 
Staten Island, NY 10314. 


SPEAKER/PROGRAM: Scott Miller gave a presentation tonight on “The Decline and 
Fall of Allegory in Medallic Art.” The show-and-tell included six St. Patrick Coins — 2 % 
d and 4 % d; MA 1787 % Ryder 4-C, MA 1775 24 Shilling Note; NJ NOV. 25 1776 £3 
Bee Note, 1999 NJ Quarter Off Center; 1875 Dot Indian Cent, 1862 Merrimack Token; 
1910 Canada 5 Cents; c. 1910 Bronze Plaquette of a Young Child by Henri Huguenin; 
2022 U.S. Uncirculated Coin Set — Philadelphia Mint; Some New Jersey Coin Club 
“Tokens.” 


ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m. The next meeting is 
scheduled for February 20, at 7 p.m. 
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@ EARLY AMERICAN MONEY 


Ray Williams ® ANA 1098831 


rwilliams@money.org 


Thomas Machin & Co. 


A war veteran struck genuine and counterfeit coinage at his mills. 


homas Machin (1744-1816) 

was a key figure in 

the minting of America’s 
Confederation-era coinage. The con- 
temporary counterfeit halfpence 
credited to his operations have 
become very popular ever since they 
were introduced in A Guide Book of 
United States Coins (the “Red 
Book”). But before getting into his 
coinage, a little information about 
the man himself is in order. 

The most recent research reveals 
that Machin came to America as a 
member of the British military in 
1773. In 1775 when his company was 
stationed in Boston, he deserted to 
the American Army while on guard 
duty. Because of Machin’s knowledge 
and skills, he was commissioned as an 
officer in January 1776, serving as a 
civil engineer and artillery officer. In 
April 1777, he was instrumental in the 
placement of a chain across the 
Hudson River at West Point, which 
blocked the British from controlling 
the river. He took a musket ball to 
his chest during the Battle of Fort 
Montgomery, and when he recov- 
ered, he became part of a punitive 
expedition against the Iroquois. His 
military career ended at the Battle of 
Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781. 

Machin’s engineering and math 
skills served him well in both his 
military and civilian endeavors. 
After his discharge from the army, 
he constructed a sawmill and grist- 
mill on a creek exiting Orange Lake 
near Newburgh, New York. It was 
here in a secluded area that he 
conducted his coinage operations. 
Machin entered into a contract with 
Vermont coiners to strike their 
coins at his facility. Many Connecti- 
cut copper specialists believe all the 
1788 issues (along with several other 
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dates) were struck at Machin’s 
Mills. Some Massachusetts coppers 
and the New Jersey “Camel Head” 
coppers are also attributed to 
Machin’s facilities. 

Moving on, the focus of this 
column is the counterfeit British 
halfpence struck at his mills. British 
halfpence and farthings were by far 
the most prominent copper coinage 
encountered in circulation in 
pre-Federal America. And most 
experts will agree that more than 30 
percent of the circulating coppers 
were counterfeit. Len Augsburger, 
the project coordinator for the 
Newman Numismatic Portal (nnp. 
wustl.edu), reminded me to mention 
how easily the public accepted 
counterfeit halfpence in commerce. 
Although a few of the British-made 
counterfeits are scarce today, most 


BRITISH COUNTERFEIT 


Not Actual Size 


are very common. Because of 
their American manufacture, the 
Machin’s Mills counterfeits are 
highly sought. 

The 2024 Red Book lists the 
major varieties produced at 
Machin’s Mills on p. 67. The previ- 
ous page lists the common 
contemporary counterfeit British 
coppers, showing the vastly different 
pricing between the two. Because of 
the value difference, it’s easy for 
some to misrepresent (knowingly or 
unknowingly) a generic counterfeit 
as a Machin’s counterfeit. So, how 
can you tell the difference? 

The year 1775 commonly appears 
on counterfeit British halfpennies. 
I’ve seen dozens of 1775-dated 
counterfeits on eBay that were erro- 
neously (or deceptively) listed as 
Machin’s Mills coinage. Compare 
the two 1775-dated counterfeits 
pictured here. You’ll notice very 


MACHIN’S COUNTERFEIT 
Vlack 4-75A 
Not Actual Size 


ANA 3181204 
LM 6262 
ANA 3218239 
ANA 3198600 
ANA 1047982 
ANA 1027576 
ANA 1067747 
ANA 1060989 
ANA 1021756 
ANA 1033391 
ANA 3216063 
ANA 1181160 
ANA 3186395 
ANA 1123421 
ANA 1052358 
LM 708 

ANA 1022522 
ANA 1041634 
ANA 1030513 
ANA 1048391 
ANA 1025352 
ANA 3168280 
ANA 1147455 
LM 5814 

LM 1378 

ANA 1106331 
ANA 1024342 
ANA 1214131 
LM 2543 
ANA 1066886 
ANA 3171358 
LM 2100 

LM 1574 

LM 4904 

LM 6516 

ANA 1030315 


Memorials 


O. Adams, Rock Hill, SC Goined 2015) 
Stephen T. Albanese, Ventura, CA (2008) 
Bruce Baker, Pueblo, CO (2022) 

Matthew Begich, Hastings, MN (2019) 

Donald G. Bishop, Grosse lle, MI (1963) 

Arthur D. Cohen, Penfield, NY (1957) 

Chesley Dellinger Jr.,Charlotte, NC (1971) 
Robert A. Hiett, Monmouth, IL (968) 

Bill John Howard, Quanah, TX (1954) 

Mildred Hughes, Forked River, NJ (1959) 
James Hurst, Lexington, KY (2022) 

Arthur Morowitz, New York, NY (1988) 
Richard A. Mullen I, North Reading, MA (2016) 
John W. Mussell, Exeter, United Kingdom (1984) 
Jack Nyburg, Kentwood, MI! (1964) 

Donald G. Partrick, Islandia, NY (1967) 

LaRue E. Pepperman, Williamsport, PA (1954) 
Floyd G. Pierce, West Long Branch, NJ (1961) 
Virgil Socotch, Strongsville, OH (1958) 

Dr. Henry C. Stouffer Jr., Elizabethtown, PA (1963) 
Master Sgt. Lloyd R. Strohm, Altoona, PA (1956) 
Stephen D. Sutherland, Lahaina, H! (2012) 
Thomas E. Swapp, Anacortes, WA (1989) 
Joseph E. Treadway, Demorest, GA (2001) 
Connie Troutman, Brookville, OH (1973) 
Gilmer L. Vandiver, Cleveland, GA (1980) 
Jack Waterfield, Great Falls, MT (1955) 
Michael Westerman, Lehigh Acres, FL (2004) 
Guy Whidden, Frederick, MD (1980) 

Paul Willey, Palm Beach Gardens, FL (1970) 
Richard Wilton, Edgartown, MA (2013) 
William J. Wright, Asheville, CA (1975) 

Bill Yerbey, Chattanooga, TN (1971) 

Emmett Yonce, Daleville, VA (1972) 

Elwood Youman, Vacaville, CA (2009) 

Alfred J. Zentgraf, Annapolis, MD (1958) 


MEMBERSHIP 
SUMMARY 


as of October 23, 2023 


Platinum 10,475 | Gold 8,801 
Silver 459 | Life 5,494 
Emeritus 775 | Club 384 


TOTAL 26,386 


The following sponsored new members between 
September 21 and October 235, 2028. 


ANA Free YN Gold 2023 (4) 
ANA Multi-year Renewal RB (3) 
ANA YN New Membership 

Kit 2023 (20) 
Live Coin Q&A (1) 


Obituaries 


Burton Harold Hobson, 90, 
died on October 3, 2023. He 
was born on April 16, 1933, in 
Galesburg, Illinois, to Burt and 
Geneva Hobson. 

After Hobson graduated 
from the University of Chi- 
cago in 1953, he worked at 
Marshall Field & Company 
and eventually managed the 
coin and stamp department. 
In 1961 he became the sales 
manager for President Coin 
Company, a subsidiary of 
Sterling Publishing Company 
in New York. He served as vice 
president of sales from 1966 
until 1972, when he was pro- 
moted to executive vice pres- 
ident. He became president of 
Sterling in 1979 and served as 
chairman of the board in 1995. 

Hobson was a prolific nu- 
mismatic author. During his 
time at Marshall Field & Com- 
pany, he wrote several books, 
including Getting Started in 
Coin Collecting (1961), Cata- 
logue of Scandinavian Coins: 
Gold, Silver, and Minor Coins 
since 1534 (1970), and Coin 
Collecting as a Hobby (1971). 
In 1972 Hobson received the 
Professional Numismatists 
Guild’s Robert Friedberg 
Award for Numismatic Lit- 
erature for his book Historic 


Ronald |. Macfarlane (2) 
Money.org (121) 

Numismatic News (7) 

Kenny T. Sammut (2) 
Whitman Publishing, LLC (5) 


Gold Coins of the World, 
published in 1971. Hobson 
was often listed as a coauthor 
with the late Fred Reinfeld for 
completing many of the lat- 
ter’s unpublished works and 
revising several of Reinfeld’s 
manuscripts after his passing 
in 1964. 

Hobson joined the ANA 
in 1955 and was honored as 
a 40-year member in 1995. 
He was also a member of the 
American Numismatic Society. 

During his time at Sterling, 
Hobson developed an interest 
in the culinary arts from work- 
ing with chefs and sommeliers 
on their books. He was the 
national president of the gas- 
tronomic society the Confrérie 
de la Chaine des Rétisseurs; a 
trustee of the Culinary Institute 
of America; an honorary mem- 
ber of the American Academy 
of Chefs Culinary Hall of Fame; 
and an honorary trustee of the 
American Academy of Chefs. 
Additionally, Hobson was 
awarded an honorary Doctor- 
ate of Humane Letters from 
Johnson & Western University 
in 2002 and was a trustee of 
the Wildlife Trust. 

Hobson is preceded in 
death by his wife of 65 years, 
Maxine. He is survived by his 
daughter, Alice Gansfield; 
his sons, Andrew and Mark; 

10 grandchildren; and his 
great-granddaughter. 
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quickly that the legend BRITANNIA 
on the Machin’s reverse has the 
“NIA” punched into the die too far 
clockwise. Only one Machin vari- 
ety for 1775 exists, and it must 
have this BRITAN NIA spacing. In 
addition to the 1770s and 1780s 
George III coins, Machin did make 
one example of a 1747 George II 
halfpenny, which makes for a total 
of 10 collectable dates at the time 
of writing. 

In honor of Bob Vlack’s 
research, the Red Book classifies 
Machin’s Mills British halfpenny 
die varieties using Vlack designa- 
tions. He numbered the various 
obverses and used a combination 


of dates and letters to classify the 
reverses. The attribution process 
consists of comparing the reverse 
date on your coin to all the known 
Machin reverses for that date. If it 
matches one in all respects, then 
compare the obverse to the 
obverses paired with that reverse, 
and voila—you have it. If it doesn’t 
match, then you still have an 
important piece of numismatic his- 
tory that was a key part of our 
colonial economy, but it wasn’t 
made in America. 

Without going into detail 
beyond the scope of this column, 
I must say that not all of the 
coins traditionally attributed to 


Machin’s Mills were struck there. 
Current research has found that 
the earliest coins struck having 
Vlack attributions were minted at 
Atlee’s Brewery in New York City. 
The second group was produced by 
Bailey & Brasher, also in New York 
City. And the third group was truly 
struck at Thomas Machin’s mills. 
To know the differences, you need 
the Colonial Coin Collectors Club 
(C4) book described below. 

Where can you find images of 
genuine Machin’s Mills counterfeit 
British halfpence? You can visit the 
websites of several prominent auc- 
tion firms and search their archives. 
The Whitman Encyclopedia of Colo- 
nial and Early American Coins 
(2020) includes images of all known 
varieties and serves as an excellent 
introduction. C4 published the 
standard reference, The History and 
Coinage of Machin’s Mills (2020). 
Authored by Jack Howes, Jim 
Rosen, and Gary Trudgen, this 
book contains the sum knowledge of 
current research, both historical 
and numismatic. All varieties are 


@ SOME LINKS 


from Machin’s great 
chain were made into 
a monument that 
stands at West Point. 


pictured, along with Machin’s Mills 
counterfeits of other Confederation- 
era coppers. 

This is a fascinating collecting 
area in which the key figure coined 
both legitimate and counterfeit 
currency. The most interesting 
Machin’s Mills coin in my collection 
is a Vlack VT-87C (Vermont Ryder 
13) (Bressett 17-V). It has a Vermont 
obverse paired with a counterfeit 
British halfpenny reverse. So, in one 
coin I have a Vermont, a Machin’s 
Mills halfpenny, and a mule! The 
Ryder 13 is one of the more common 
Vermont coppers, so it didn’t break 
my budget. Its reverse is always very 
weak (having been struck by a 
severely worn die), and its grade 
should be determined by the 
obverse only. 

So much more information about 
this topic is available! With so 
many ways to have fun collecting 
pre-Federal coins, I hope you'll give 
one of them a try. Contact me with 
any comments or questions. I always 
enjoy hearing from readers. © 


MACHIN’S COUNTERFEIT 
Viack VT-87C 
Not Actual Size 


MACHIN’S COUNTERFEIT 
Viack 6-76A 
Not Actual Size 
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UN CIRCULATED 
SILVER DOLLAR 


The NUMISMATIST 
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BUYING AND SELLING 
MINT ERROR © 


SINCE 2003 —— 


Hundreds of mint error coins _ 
are available on our website: 
www.sullivannumismatics.com 


PO Box 579 


Land O Lakes, FL 34639 St U L L I oe N Dealers: PCGS, NGC. 


jon@sullivannumismatics.com NUMISMATICS Members: ANA, CONECA, FUN. 
ANA #3129600 
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Numismatist David W. Lange (1958-2023) was elected into the Rittenhouse 
Society in 2005. We remember and celebrate his good humor, generosity, and 
unequaled talents as a researcher, writer, and chronicler of numismatic history. 


In the introduction to Coin Collecting Albums—A Complete History & Catalog, 
Volume Three, he reminisced on his early days in the hobby. “I found just a 
few scattered cents before 1935, the best of which was a 1928-D grading Very 
Fine. When I was handed that cent as change for my purchase of a Matchbox car 
at the local Rexall Drug Store, I heard the angels singing.” 


We can only wish that Dave had not joined that choir so soon. 


The Rittenhouse Society extends our condolences to his family 
and many friends, and to the entire hobby community. 


JA, DTA, LA, AEB, MRB, QDB, KEB, PB, BB, RWB, JHC, JD, TKD, WE, DF, BF, JG, EG, 
BG, RG, RWH, WKH, RWJ, BSK, GFK, JK, DWL, DJM, CRM, PLM, DM, NM, JJO, WDP, 
KWR, PSR, HES, DS, NS, CS, RS, PS, MBS, ST, DBT, DV, RVR, UWK, RW, and WW. 


WANTED ALL COINS, CURRENCY, STAMPS, 
COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS!! 


Visit our brand new 4,000 square foot showroom! 


Call or text us at 1-917-439-9610 : 
or email Lee@APR57.com and let us know what you have. 
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David McCarthy 


LM 1195314 


The author recalls a longtime ANA author and mentor. 


avid W. Lange, who wrote 

for The Numismatist for over 

three decades (and most re- 

cently penned “USA Coin 
Album,” the predecessor to this 
column), died in January follow- 
ing a battle with cancer. He was 
an enthusiastic numismatist and 
talented researcher whose ency- 
clopedic knowledge spanned many 
specialties. He authored 10 books 
and countless articles about coins, 
oversaw Numismatic Guaranty 
Company’s (NGC) research divi- 
sion, and received two of the ANA’s 
greatest honors—the Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2009 and 
Numismatist of the Year in 2017. 
In 2021 Coin World named him 
as one of the 60 most influential 
people in numismatics since 1960. 

David was also one of the 
best examples of how those of 
us who love numismatics can 
make a positive contribution to 
the health of our hobby. If you 
ever saw him at a coin show, he 
was invariably sharing knowledge 
with someone. Whether he was 
answering a new collector’s ques- 
tions at the NGC booth, discuss- 
ing the history of his beloved coin 
boards with a friend, or talking 
about new discoveries with 
another researcher, he was fully 
engaged in the conversation. 

His habitual generosity ex- 
tended to how he chose to spend 
his time. Over the years, he 
accepted service positions in a 
variety of clubs and organiza- 
tions, providing leadership to 
groups like the Numismatic Lit- 
erary Guild, the California State 
Numismatic Association, the 
Pacific Coast Numismatic Soci- 
ety, and the New Jersey Numis- 
matic Society. 


For many years, David was 
also an integral part of the ANA’s 
Summer Seminar, which is where 
I first met him in July 2001. Da- 
vid was there to teach “Collecting 
U.S. Type Coins,” and I was a first- 
time student in that year’s grad- 
ing course. I had just bought (and 
devoured) the recently published 
2nd edition of his Complete Guide 
to Buffalo Nickels, and when I ran 
into him at the entrance to one of 
the dorm rooms, I made a point to 
thank him for his work on the book. 

He was quite possibly the first 
prominent numismatist that I had 
met in person at that point, and, to 
be honest, I’m not sure what sort 
of reaction I expected from him. To 
this day, I still recall my pleasant 
Vv ALWAYS WILLING to answer a 
question or strike up a conversation, 
David W. Lange left an indelible mark 
on many numismatists. He is pictured 
here in the mid-1990s around the time 
he began teaching at the ANA’s 
Summer Seminar. 


money.org 


David was one of the 
best examples of how those 
of us who love numismatics 

can make a positive 

contribution to the health 
of our hobby. 


surprise when he stopped what he 
was doing to ask me what I col- 
lected and how I became interested 
in the hobby. We only spoke for a 
few minutes, but his small gesture 
made me feel like there was a place 
for me in the world of coins. I can 
only imagine how many other peo- 
ple David had this effect on over 
the years. 

Since then, I always looked 
forward to seeing David and 
relished the opportunity to talk 
shop with him. He always had 
something interesting to say, and 
his wry sense of humor had a won- 
derful habit of creeping into the 
conversation at just the right mo- 
ment. Much to my regret, I never 
thanked him directly for the time 
he took to chat with me outside 
Loomis Hall over 20 years ago. I 
always thought that it would sort 
of organically come up—that there 
would be time—until it was too late. 

With David’s passing, we have 
lost a world-class researcher, a 
natural teacher, a top-notch writer, 
and, perhaps most importantly, a 
great example of how to be a good 
person. He left the hobby a better 
place than he found it. 

mccarthy@money.org 
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STORE, BUY, AND SELL 
COINS AND CURRENCY 


WITH CONFIDENCE | 


i 
Whether you're a collector or an investor, our platform is designed to make coin \ 
trading easy and stress-free. From buying and selling to secure vault storage, we offer 

everything you need to manage your numismatic interests in one convenient place. 
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Through our platform and vaulting services, customers receive: 
§ Free, Secure Storage es § Instant Liquidity | 
g Fully Insured for Free 2 | § No Sales Tax 
§ Professional, 8K-Resolution Images a Complete Peace of Mind — { 


Join today to start growing your portfolio with confidence. 
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DAVID W. LANGE 


Lange began collecting in 1964 when his 

older brother gave him his incomplete 

Lincoln cent and Buffalo nickel sets. 

He acquired more Lincoln cents from 

pocket change and with the help of his neighbor, 
who had a job emptying parking meters. 7 
In 1994 he became the director of numismatic research ¢ 

for Numismatic Guaranty Company (NGC) in Sarasota, 

Florida. He mainly worked in the area of coin authentication 

and variety attribution and was employed with NGC for 28 years. 

Lange was known for his thorough research and advanced knowl- 

edge in almost every numismatic field. His primary collecting 

interests included U.S. and British coinage; coin boards ® YY X 
and albums; and other numismatic ephemera. g go 


Lange joined the ANA in 1978, attended his first Summer 

Seminar in 1983, and served as an instructor at the annual event 

from 1995 onward. He wrote a monthly column on a range of topics for 
The Numismaust from February 1988 until August 2022. Lange received 
many numismatic accolades, including the ANA’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2009 and Numismatist of the Year honor in 2017. 


Lange was a member of many numismatic organizations, including the 
Rittenhouse Society and the Numismatic Literary Guild. He also served as 
president of the Pacific Numismatic Society, the California State Numismatic 
Association, and the New Jersey Numismatic Society. 


Tom DeLorey, Sandy Pearl, Kagin’s, Inc., 

Don & Candace Kagin, David McCarthy, Meredith 
Hilton, Bill Fivaz, John & Nancy Wilson, 

Ken Bressett, Jeff & Mary Lynn Garrett, 
Michael Fey, Joseph E. Boling, Arthur & Prue 
Fitts, Ralph & Phyllis Ross, 

Mark Lighterman, Tom Uram 
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WANTED ALL COINS, CURRENCY, STAMPS, 
COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS!! 


Visit our brand new 4,000 square foot showroom! 
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Call or text us at 1-917-439-9610 
or email Lee@APR57.com and let us know what you have. 
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Obituaries 


DAVID W. LANGE 

LM 4358 

David W. Lange, 64, died on 
January 16, 2023. He was born 
on August 29, 1958, in San 
Francisco, California. 


LANGE 


Lange began collecting in 
1964 when his older brother 
gave him his incomplete Lin- 
coln cent and Buffalo nickel 
sets. Once his interest was 
piqued, Lange bought as 
many coins and numismatic 
references as he could, and 
his father drove him to coin 
shops so he could hunt down 
new specimens for his budding 
collection. His first numismatic 
purchase was a 1914 Lincoln 
cent in Good condition, which 
he bought at his local F.W. 
Woolworth’s coin-and-stamp 
counter. He acquired more Lin- 
coln cents from pocket change 
with the help of his neighbor, 
who had a job emptying park- 
ing meters. Lange’s passion for 
collecting prevailed through- 
out his college years and into 
adulthood, with his primary 
interests being U.S. and 
British coinage, coin boards 
and albums, and other numis- 
matic ephemera. 

After graduating from San 
Mateo College, Lange worked 
as a senior design drafter for 
Pacific Gas and Electric Com- 
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pany for 14 years before he 
became the director of numis- 
matic research for Numismatic 
Guaranty Company (NGC) in 
Sarasota, Florida, in 1994. He 
mainly worked in the area of 
coin authentication and variety 
attribution and was employed 
with NGC for 28 years. He was 
also a prolific author, having 
written many books and ar- 
ticles on topics ranging from 
proof coin sets and Buffalo 
nickels to the history of the 
U.S. Mint. Lange was known 
for his thorough research and 
advanced knowledge in almost 
every field of numismatics. 

A member of the ANA since 
1978, Lange was passionate 
about numismatic education. 
He attended his first ANA 
Summer Seminar in 1983 and 
then served as an instructor at 
the annual event from 1995 
onward. Lange wrote a 
monthly column on a range of 
topics for The Numismatist from 
February 1988 until August 
2022. He received many numis- 
matic accolades, including the 
ANA’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2009 and the 
Numismatist of the Year honor 
in 2017. Additionally, he 
received a Clemy (the 
Numismatic Literary Guild’s 
most prestigious award) in 
2018 and was named one of 
the 60 most influential people 
in numismatics since 1960 by 
Coin World in 2021. 

Lange was a member of 
many numismatic organiza- 
tions, including the Rittenhouse 
Society and the Numismatic 
Literary Guild. He also served 
as president of the Pacific 
Numismatic Society, the 
California State Numismatic 
Association, and the New 
Jersey Numismatic Society. 

Lange is survived by his 
fiancée, Carla Ayres; his brother, 
Douglas, and sister-in-law, 
Susan; and his cousin, Karen. 
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BRYCE F. DOXZON 

LM 1095406 

Bryce F. Doxzon, 62, died on 
January 1, 2023. He was born 
on March 16, 1960, in Catson- 
ville, Maryland. 

With over 40 years of col- 
lecting experience, Doxzon was 
an incredibly active numisma- 
tist who greatly contributed 
to the advancement of the 
hobby. He specialized in col- 
lecting medals, particularly U.S. 
Presidential and inauguration 
medals. Doxzon exhibited 
often and was known for his 
informative, award-winning 
exhibits, as well as his passion 
for sharing his knowledge 
with others. He often helped 
advertise coin shows in the 
Baltimore area and could 
usually be found performing 
an essential function at each 
event he attended. He was 
especially involved in the 
Whitman Baltimore Spring 


DOXZON 


Expo, where he solicited 
exhibits, managed the exhibit 
area, served as the chief judge, 
and presented awards. 

As a member of a number 
of numismatic organizations, 
Doxzon was constantly pro- 
moting the hobby. He held key 
positions in every organization 
he belonged to. Doxon served 
on the ANA’s Exhibits and 
Awards Committees (2013-15); 
as the Catonsville Coin Club 


Membership 
Summary 

as of January 22, 2023 
Platinum 10,746 
Gold 8,829 
Silver 415 
Life 5,560 
Emeritus 738 
Club 386 
Total 26,674 


(CCC)’s ANA club representa- 
tive; as a longtime ANA exhibit 
judge; and as the exhibits 
chairman for two ANA World’s 
Fair of Money® conventions 
(2003 and 2008). Doxzon 
received the Glenn Smedley 
Memorial Award in 2016 for his 
service to the ANA. 

He was also a member of 
the Maryland State Numismatic 
Association (MSNA), Maryland 
Token and Medal Society (MD 
TAMS), Baltimore Area Numis- 
matic Coalition, Baltimore Coin 
Club (BCC), Token and Medal 
Society, and Medal Collectors 
of America. He served as secre- 
tary of the MSNA for 28 years; 
president and vice president of 
the MD TAMS, BCC, and CCC; 
and treasurer of the BCC 
and CCC. 

Outside of his hobby 
involvement, Doxzon worked 
for the U.S. Army Medical Re- 
search Institute of Chemical 
Defense at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds from June 1985 to 
December 2016. He was also 
a very involved parishioner 
of the Catsonville United 
Methodist Church and a 
22-year founding member of 
the church’s contemporary 
praise-and-worship band. 

Doxzon is survived by his 
brothers, Kent and Glenn; his 
sister, Claire Simpson; his niece, 
Emily; and his nephew, Sam. 
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When collecting the new Type 2 Silver Eagles, 
be sure you get them certified by PCGS with 

a hand-signed label by Emily 
Damstra, the acclaimed artist 
who created the new look. 
Available all year long in a 
variety of grades and finishes 
from your favorite retailers. 
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Kevin Lipton ANA #3119062 


78 The NUMISMATIST money.org MARCH 2023 


Counterfeit Detection 


Numismatic Guaranty Company 


A counterfeiter hoped that this high-tech fake 
of a popular modern coin would fly under the radar. 


he silver American Eagle is the 
flagship silver bullion coin of 
the United States. Its obverse 


——-—— features Adolph A. Weinman’s 


renowned Walking Liberty design 
used on the half dollar from 1917 to 
1947, From its inception in 1986 un- 
til a design change in mid-2021, the 
silver Eagle featured on its reverse 
a heraldic eagle motif created by 
esteemed sculptor and former U.S. 
Mint Chief Engraver John Mercanti. 

Recently, Numismatic Guaranty 
Company (NGC) received a sub- 
mission of a purported 2002 silver 
American Eagle. This particular 
coin’s problems begin with its size. 
It is much thicker than expected 
because it was struck on a plan- 
chet made mostly of nickel and 
copper instead of silver, which has 
a much higher density. This was 
clever on the counterfeiter’s part, 
as the silver Eagle is more likely to 
be weighed than subjected to met- 
allurgical testing or have its thick- 
ness measured. 

The coin also has very poor de- 
tails that are especially evident 
upon close inspection. Look at Lib- 
erty’s outstretched hand on the ob- 
verse and the letters in E PLURIBUS 
UNUM on the reverse. 


oy 
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The dies for this fake were prob- 
ably created using a computer nu- 
merical control (CNC) machine, 
which is essentially a computer- 
controlled lathe. This process left 
behind some telling marks, such 
as lines throughout the design that 
are particularly visible within the 
shafts of the arrows on the reverse. 

With 10.5 million struck, 2002 
silver Eagles are easy to acquire, 
and genuine Mint State-69 exam- 
ples sell for well under $100, so why 


<4 TAKE A CLOSE LOOK at the E 
PLuriBus UNUM legend on the reverse 
and Liberty’s arm on the obverse. It’s 
clear that this coin lacks the quality 
of an original. Actual Size: 40.6mm 
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would a counterfeiter target this 
coin? For one, there is still plenty of 
room for profit, as the fake is struck 
in metals that are much less expen- 
sive than silver. In addition, the 
forger might have seen this coin’s 
commonality as an asset because 
some collectors might be tempted to 
skip third-party certification or only 
give it a cursory glance. 

NGC has certified more silver 
American Eagles than any other 
coin—about 14 million, so its ex- 
perts are well-versed in their au- 
thentication and grading. And, of 
course, NGC always backs its de- 
terminations of authenticity and 
grade with the NGC Guarantee. 
counterfeitdetection@money.org 
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In memory of 


David W. Lange 
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NGC and the numismatic cot 
mourn the loss of a great m | 
e 1994, 
making him one of the company’s longest-serving 


Lange served as NGC’s Research Director 


employees. A highly respected numismatic researcher 
and writer, Lange's contributions to NGC include the _ 
development of its VarietyPlus® variety 7’ oution 


program and catalog 


A and a plethora of oth 

i A coin enthusiast for 

7 authored 10 books and Sor 

£ ---- United States numismatics. Many of his bonis are 

( on still considered to be key references decades later, 
sy including The Complete Guide to Buffalo Nickels 

& (1992), The Complete Guide to Mercury Dimes (1993), 
| ; The Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents (1996), History 
y of the United States Mint and Its Coinage (2005), A 
« Guide Book of Modern U. S. Proof Coin Sets (2005) 
é : and the NGC Grading Guide for Modern U. S. Coins 


j (co-author, 2004). 


és Lange’s numerous accolades include the Numismatic 
Literary Guild’s prestigious Clemy Award, the 

ANA’s Lifetime Achievement Award and the ANA‘s 
Numismatist of the Year honor. Lange was an active 
participant in a number of hobby organizations, 
serving as president of some and regularly teaching 
at the ANA’s annual Summer Seminar. 


We are saddened by the loss of our colleague and 
; friend. He will be missed by many. 


Steve Eichenbaum, ANA LM 5735 | Rick Montgomery, ANA 1216123 | Andy Salzberg, ANA 3162111 
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| Early American Money 


Ray Williams 


ANA 1098831 


Lions graced Dutch coinage that circulated in the colonies. 


have been looking forward to 
discussing Dutch “Lion dollars” 
for quite a while. When I started 
writing the “Early American 
Money” column in 2016, I intended 
to discuss the pre-federal coins 
listed in A Guide Book of United 
States Coins (the “Red Book”) 
one by one. The Lion dollar was 
not in the Red Book at that time, 
but Editor Emeritus Ken Bressett 
was instrumental in getting it in- 
cluded in future editions, along 
with other significant “foreign 
coins” that circulated in the colo- 
nies. (Thank you, Ken!) 


were struck in 1577-1668. The ob- 
verse bears an image of a knight 
looking over his shoulder and sup- 
porting a shield. The legend is a 
Latin abbreviation that roughly 
translates to “Silver Money of the 
Province of the Netherlands Con- 
federation” and is generally fol- 
lowed by the issuing authority. 
Variations exist. The reverse has a 
rampant lion surrounded by a Latin 
legend that translates to “Who 
Trusts in the Lord is not Moved.” 
At the time of circulation, 
these coins were often referred to 
as “Dog dollars.” Contemporary 


THE LIONS (shown on the knight’s shield and the reverse’s central device) 
on this Lion dollar of Zeeland are shown swimming in high water. Why 

do you think the lions are depicted this way? (Hint: Research the province 
of Zeeland to deduce the answer.) 


The Lion dollar is one of three 
crown-size coins issued by Dutch 
provinces and cities. The other 
two, containing different silver 
amounts, are rix dollars and duca- 
toons. The 12 issuing authorities 
were Deventer, Frisia, Gelder- 
land, Holland, Kampen, Nijmegen, 
Overijssel, Utrecht, West Frisia, 
Zeeland, Zutphen, and Zwolle. 

The leewwendaalders (Dutch for 
“Lion dollars”) were struck from 
1575 to 1713, and Lion half dollars 
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Actual Size: 4imm 


documents explain that the rea- 
son for this derogatory name was 
due to their lower weight and fine- 
ness compared to that of Span- 
ish 8-real coins. Another theory 
suggests that the lion takes on the 
appearance of a dog after the coin 
becomes well worn. 

How do we know that these 
Dutch coins were a part of colo- 
nial America’s economy? Contem- 
porary legislation placed a value 
on them in shillings and pence. Re- 
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cords exist of counterfeiting, which 
would occur only if coins were being 
spent. In 1709 New York actually 
had paper money printed and de- 
nominated in “Lyon Dollars!” My 
favorite contemporary reference is 
by Ben Franklin. Upon leaving Bos- 
ton for Philadelphia, he stayed for a 
spell in New York City. He stated in 
his autobiography that after cross- 
ing the Delaware River and entering 
Philadelphia, “I was very hungry; 
and my whole stock of cash con- 
sisted of a Dutch Dollar, and about 
a shilling in copper.” Although he 
could be referring to one of several 
possibilities, with the predomi- 
nance of Lion dollars in New York, 
I’m convinced that’s what it was. 

The silver content of a Lion 
dollar was less than a rix dollar 
and ducatoon, and also less than 
an 8 reales. When an 8-real coin 
was valued at 6 shillings in colo- 
nial commerce, the Lion dollar was 
valued at 4 shillings, 6 pence. The 
Dutch conducted commerce world- 
wide and were an international 
economic power at the time. Lion 
dollars were so readily accepted 
that other countries struck coins of 
similar design and silver content for 
their own use. (These were meant 
to imitate, not defraud.) 

Not many references for these 
coins exist. The one book I have is 
The Silver Benelux by Andre Del- 
monte (Schulman, Amsterdam, 
1967). John Kleeberg wrote an ex- 
cellent article in The Colonial News- 
letter, and Erik Goldstein and Joe 
Lasser wrote well-researched arti- 
cles for The Numismatist. Although 
I’ve heard vague rumors of a book 
in the works, I’d encourage any nu- 
mismatist with a desire to write a 
standard reference to consider the 
Lion dollar as a topic. 
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Early American Money continued 


As a collector, many aspects 
of these hammer-struck 


not (yet) seem to reflect their in colonial times. 

MB relative rarity. So I, of Volume 2, No. 1 of the Journal of 
coins caught my atten- course, added several to Early American Numismatics (published 
tion—their large size, \ my collection. in 2019 by the American Numismatic 
the general crudeness of (@F/i\e. Se wt! A book came tomy Society) includes a more in-depth 
the dies, their age, their } OF f), attention, Russell Shor- article about how to collect Lion dol- 
history, and (of course) ee ei) to's Island at the Cen- lars, which I highly recommend. Every 
their availability and ter of the World. Itis an collector of colonial type coins should 
price. With Delmonte in f excellent history of early pursue a Lion dollar, along with 
hand, I attempted to ob- New Amsterdam that a Spanish Milled dollar and a Swed- 
tain 12 coins, one from each reads like a novel. I read ish riksdaler of Queen Christina (for 
province/city. I soon found out about Manhattan being “pur- New Sweden). 

that coins from Zutphen and chased” for trade items valued In today’s Internet age, collectors 
Nijmegen were rarely offered, mB at 60 guilders. The “pur- starting in this coinage can easily find 
and when they did appear, 4 chase” was in realityaco- tons of historical information that 
they were well out of my 4& habitation agreement as___ will bring these coins to life. Hold- 
price range. (Zutphen | far as the Native Amer-___ ing this large silver dollar in hand, 
was in operation for three icans were concerned. I you might envision a cold, hungry 
years and Nijmegen for then learned from Erik 17-year-old Ben Franklin landing in 
just one.) So a 10-coin set # Goldstein that the 60 Philadelphia in 1723. You might 
was my new goal. While f guilders equated to 30 imagine Dutch West India Company 
pursuing these, I ran across Lion dollars, and voila! ocean-going ships sailing for New 
a Lion half dollar. It’s been A new collecting goal was Amsterdam. Maybe Henry Hudson, 
my experience that for ev- born. I reached it over Peter Minuit, or Peter Stuyvesant 
ery 30 dollars I see, P’ll see ATHIS LION DOLLAR shows the course of a couple might have spent the coin you now 
one half dollar. The cost _ the typical designs featuredon years, and I could now _ own. Pursuing history is pursuing fun! 
of these smaller coins does most examples. Actual Size: 41mm “purchase” Manhattan rwilliams@money.org 
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SLAYING THE BASILISK -------+++++-++-- 


Pictured at right is a Lion dollar of Zwolle. Normally, a rampant 
lion appears on the knight’s shield, but on this coin, the shield 
depicts a scene of a knight fighting an animal. My first thought 
was that it must be St. George slaying a dragon, but that’s a 
British tale, not Dutch. 

| contacted the dealer in Germany who sold me the coin 
and learned that the shield portrays St. Michael slaying a 
basilisk (a [hopefully] fictional creature that can kill you with 
just a look). Several years ago, | had a conversation with a 
young person over lunch in which we discussed the basilisk. 
| asked her how she even knew about a basilisk, and she told me that there was a boy 
named Harry Potter who evidently slayed one. Having only name recognition of this Harry 
Potter, | started a discussion on the topic in an online colonial chat group, and 
| was informed that this event occurred in the second of eight Harry Potter books and 
movies (the latter released in 2002), titled Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. Well, 
inquiring minds wanted to know! 

| was determined to find out more and watch this movie. It was suggested that 
| watch the first film in the series in order to obtain a good background for the second. This 
| did. The movies were so enjoyable that my wife, Diane, and | binge-watched all eight. | 
have to say, in this day of political and ecological correctness, this film makes a hero out of 
an evil little wizard who kills this innocent creature (obviously on the endangered species 
list), and he did so after an insane, cruel bird plucked out the poor basilisk’s eyes—it’s no 
wonder this animal is extinct today! But at least we have the Lion dollar of Zwolle to keep 
this creature’s memory alive for posterity. 
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